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The Agence Européenne de Presse (Allgemeiner Buroplischer Prease-
dienst) was founded in 1942 by Yvon Morandat with the support of
the Socinllst resistence movement, originally to provide London-
news to illepal resistance bapers. A London office was established
under Vincent Auriol, Le Troquer, and Daniel Vayer in 1943, and a
branch office in Algiers was opened shortly afterwards. Both
branches were run cormmercially Ly Marcus, an SFI0 member of
Rumanian Jewish origin.

After the liberation of France, AEP moved to 27 rue de la
Kichodiere, Poris 2e, 1ts present locetion, and became an agency
providing edltorial columns and political comments to Socirlist

and other papers. Contributions were published in French, Spanish,
and Italian, and foreign poliecy sssistants were Oreste Rosenfsld,
Tormer editor of the Socialist Po ulaire, and Victor Schiff, former
European correspondent of the Qﬁz; ”gggg;g.

At the beginning of 1948, AEP discontinued its editorial service,
modernized its technical equipment, and beceme s stralght news
agency. Rosenfeld becams edltor-inechief, with Piat and. Vorandat
handling political direction, and several well~known SFIO right.
wing supporters, including Leon Blum, Auriol, Dumag, and Vadsme
Rosenfeld, appeared as shareholders. After some time, business
connections were established with the entire Socialist press of
France and with many French provinecial democratic newspapsrs, as

well as Socialigt papers in Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands,
and with some of the Danish, Swedish, and Norweglan press. 1In the
surmer of 1946, apgreements were made for the exchange of information
between AEP and Reuter and INS.

published a daily column on German affairs, in German, and a daily
bulletin of five to ten pages on German political, economic, and
cultural matters. Vith the tacit consent of Gouvernement Militelre,
from Jenuary 1946 on, AEP comments on German afflairs were forwarded
daily to Saarbrilcken by train and then distributed o Socialist
hewspapers in Germany.
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Since AEP was not licensed by the Allied Powers, this procedure was
11llegal, and Oouvernerent lilitaire made several attcrpte to ban its
material from Germany. The ban was never effected, however, because
of the interventlon of leading SPI0 personalities. Some time in 1946,
tre American ICD also proiusted agelnst AEP activity in Germany, and
the matter was talien upr by Ridault in the fall of 1946. AKP then
legalized 1ts position by going under Gouvernement Militaire control,
ohservir: ine follouwing procedure:

a. Drafts of £l11 ALP bulletins, editorials, and corments produced in
Paris ere seut duily to Baden~Baden on the night express.

b. The AEP representastive in Tader~Raden (Naymard, Fremersbergstrasse 8)
subriits the drafte to Fre:.ch censorsiinp on the following day.

¢. After approval, the drafts are reproduced in Iaden-Teden end dis-
patched to newspapers in western Germeny and Berlin.

7y a speclific request of Foreign Yinister IMdault, AET bad to agree not
to furnish news to papers appsaring in ithe French 7one. Thils rectriction
is evaded in twio ways:

a. I'ror1 seventiy to a hundred AEP drafts from Paris are not forwarded to
the censors In Paden-Paden but travel witl. the nigl.t trein to Vainz
and from there are forwarded on the follovwing day directly to AEP
subscribers.

b. Uncensored news bulletins frox Vainz are sent to Freneh Yone
newspapers. This phase of the activity is handled by CHnther
Varkscheffel, editor of tie focial DNemoscratic paper Freile’t, with
the knowledge of General Jaceobsen, Governor of Phein-Hesse,at Mainz,
vho is an SFI0 sympathizer. .

In June 1947, AEP cormissioned its Daden-Daden representative to hire
correspondents in Dilsseldorf, Frunkfurtesmeliain, Yunieclr, &né Stuttgert.
The basis for this action was ithe bellef of the AEP rentgerent in the
Tortheoning unlfication of the three wester. zunes of Germany and the
resultant representation of CGermar inlerests in France and England by
Germans. “.ithr this viewpoint, AEP planned te set un & German news
amency based lergely on Socialist elements.

On 5 September 1947, AEP director Rosenfeld met SHrpger, edlior in chief
of the Deutscl:e Pressedienst of Haaburg, ot Frenkfurt to negotlate
an exchange ugreenent betiveen ALRP and DPN. Rosenfeld stated that if

the agreementwers concluded, AEP would drop 1lts origiral intention of
usling Gerwan correspondents in the British and Americen Zones. The main
points of tle contract were settled and formal arrarferents are exrpected
to be announced soon. :

o document contains informstion
affectin national defense of the
United ~tate in the meanimg of
the Espionage /lct U.".C. 31 and
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prohibited by law,
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